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WELCOME TO ONLINE WORSHIP 

Thank you for joining us online today. May the Word of God that you hear 
strengthen your faith and increase your desire to serve the Lord!  

The world may be in a state of panic, but the Church of Jesus is a place of 

refuge where we know God’s peace. We gather today to hear God’s Word and 

to rejoice in his message of comfort and forgiveness, of life and salvation. We 

are honored that you are joining us for our online worship.  

• This service folder will enable you to follow along and participate in the 
service wherever you are. You are also welcome to use your personal 
hymnal and Bible at home.  

• You may wish to sing along with the hymns or simply reflect upon the 
text—this is the beauty of our hymns with a strong, Christ-centered 
message! 

• Page numbers for readings refer to their location in the pew Bibles at 
church, and they may not correspond to the version of the Bible you are 
using at home. 

If there is any other way in which we can assist you, please let us know. 

For the latest information about services schedules, please visit elctempe.org 

TONIGHT’S FOCUS 

Emmanuel: God with us in sinless perfection 

Where does God live? Where can God be found? How can we meet with God? 

God is everywhere, omnipresent, yet he chooses to make his dwelling in a 
special way among his people. Our Midweek Advent series this year takes us 
to the places where God has been with his people throughout history—and 
where he will be with us forever. 

Tonight’s service takes us back to the time before the Christ came into the 
world, to the time when creation was new. Before Adam and Eve fell into sin 
God lived with them. Our first parents walked and talked with God in perfect 
fellowship with him. 

We are looking forward to the time when God will restore the paradise that 
was lost in the fall into sin. In the new creation there will be no more mourning 
or crying or death or pain. God will be with us. We will be his people, and he 
will be our God, and he will wipe every tear from our eyes. 

God saw all that he 
had made, and it 

was very good.  

—Genesis 1:31 

http://www.elctempe.org
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ADVENT EVENING PRAYER 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
  Chip Davis 

ADVENT GATHERING SONG James J. Chepponis 

After the cantor sings through the refrain once, the congregation is invited to join 
him in continuously singing the refrain. The cantor will sing the verses while the 
congregation sings the refrains. 

Cantor: Refrain 

Refrain (continuous – without pause) 

Cantor: For the Lord of creation will come. 

 Oh, the Son of Mary will come. 

 See God’s marvelous deeds and come. 

Refrain 

Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay 
with us and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your 
Word keep our faith burning brightly that we may walk in the light of your 
presence through the darkness of this world. Come and bless us as we 
worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Refrain 

Silence for meditation. 

Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need 
that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Advent graphic 
reminds us the Jesus 
is always among us 
with his Word and 
present with us in 
his Sacrament. 

As this day draws to 
a close, we pause 
and give thanks for 
God’s abiding 
presence with us. He 
has kept us safe 
through the day, and 
we ask him to be 
present with us and 
keep us safe through 
the night. 
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FIRST LESSON Malachi 2:17-3:5  

17 You have wearied the LORD with your words. “How have we wearied 
him?” you ask. By saying, “All who do evil are good in the eyes of the LORD, 
and he is pleased with them” or “Where is the God of justice?” 

3:1 “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of 
the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 2 But 
who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For 
he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and 
silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in 
righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to 
the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years. 5 ”So I will come near to you 
for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and 
perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the 
widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me,” 
says the LORD Almighty. 

Following the lesson the pastor says: 

The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, 
Lord Jesus, Come. 

GOSPEL Luke 1:5-25 

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a 
descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were upright in the sight of God, 
observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. 7 But 
they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well 
along in years. 

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest 
before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, 
to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for 
the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying 
outside. 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right 
side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and 
was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you are to give him the name John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to 
you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he 

Through his prophet, 
the Lord promised a 

forerunner, who 
would prepare the 

way for the Messiah. 

Zechariah received the 
news that his son, John 

the Baptist, would be 
born and would 

prepare the way for the 
Savior. 
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will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 16 Many of the people of 
Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the 
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their 
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord.” 18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be 
sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.” 19 The angel 
answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent 
to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent 
and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe 
my words, which will come true at their proper time.” 21 Meanwhile, the 
people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in 
the temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized 
he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but 
remained unable to speak. 23 When his time of service was completed, he 
returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five 
months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. 
“In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among 
the people.” 

Be seated. 

HYMN   Jerusalem, My Happy Home 
 Christian Worship 215 
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SERMON Revelation 21:3-5 

Emmanuel: God with us in sinless perfection 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God 
is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the 
old order of things has passed away.” 5 He who was seated on the throne 
said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.” 

After the sermon please stand. 

SONG OF MARY 
Magnificat 
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If you prefer 
online giving, 
you may scan 
this code with 
your mobile 

device. 

Be seated. 

OFFERING 

Many of our worshipers have been giving online or have been mailing their church 
offerings or dropping them off at the church office. If you would like to give your 
offering in person today, you may come up now and place it in the offering plate at 
the front of church. The offering plate is in the front of the church, instead of near the 
church entrance because our offerings are part of our worship and are an important 
part of the service. We also want our offerings to be more secure at the front of the 
church. You may continue giving online, or you may drop off your offering at the 
church office during regular hours or mail your offering to church at: 715 W 
Southern Avenue, Tempe AZ 85282. Thank you for your generous offerings to 
support the ministry of the gospel at Emmanuel! 

MUSICAL OFFERING The Wexford Carol 
  Lynette Maynard  

At the conclusion of the offering, please stand. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 
Kyrie 

In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all 
the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we 
pray, O Christ: 

Christ, have mercy. 

For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every 
stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, 
learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for 
health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every 
form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good 
news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you 
thanks, O Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 

In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend 
ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN   There Is a Blessed Home 
 Christian Worship Supplement 729 

Please stand. 



PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from 
you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the 
fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and quietness, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

BLESSING 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Amen. 

Be seated. 



CLOSING HYMN   The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Is Ended 
 Christian Worship 594 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
  Lynn L. Petersen  
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SERVING AT WORSHIP 
Minister Pastor Jon Buchholz 

Piano   Kevin Bode 

Cantors   John Campbell (3:30 p.m.) 

  Jordan Orlowski (6:30 p.m. 

   
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version® NIV®, Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by International Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

The following service items are printed under One License.net #A-705984:  

Elements from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. “The Wexford Carol,” Lynette Maynard, © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. “Rejoice, 

Rejoice, Believers,” Lynn L. Petersen, © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

MASK REQUIREMENTS 
Out of Christian love and concern for our brothers and sisters in Christ, one 
service for each weekend or holiday occasion has been designated as “mask 
required.” We also ask that worshipers always wear a mask when within six 
feet of non-family members.  

In general, the “mask-required” service is the earlier service that is offered 
(with some exceptions). See the service sign-up website for more information 
about which services require that masks be worn. 

• Saturdays in Advent—December 5, 12, 19. A mask is required. 

• Christmas Eve—December 24. A mask is required at the 3:30 p.m. 
(Lessons and Carols) and the 6:30 p.m. (Candlelight) service. 

• Christmas Day—December 25. A mask is required at the 8:30 a.m. 
Festival Service. 

• Saturday/Sunday after Christmas—December 26-27. There will be no 
worship service on this Saturday morning, so the mask-required service 
will be at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday, December 27. 

• New Year’s Eve—December 31. A mask is required at the 3:30 p.m. 
service. 

• Epiphany—January 6. A mask is required at the 3:30 p.m. service. 
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ADVENT SERVICES 
Advent 2 ............................................................................................... 2 Peter 3:8-14 
  December 6, 2020 

 8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

Midweek Advent 2...................................................................... Matthew 28:18-20 
  December 9, 2020 

 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Advent 3 ....................................................................................... Isaiah 61:1-3,10,11  
  December 13, 2020 

 8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.   

Midweek Advent 3................................................................................ John 1:14-18 
  December 16, 2020 

 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Advent 4 ......................................................................................... Romans 16:25-27  
  December 20, 2020 

 8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.   

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Christmas Eve ....................................................................................... December 24 
  3:30 and 5:00 p.m.—Festival of Lessons and Carols 

 6:30 and 8:00 p.m. —Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Christmas Day ...................................................................................... December 25 
  8:30 and 10:00 a.m.—Festival Service with Holy Communion 

Sunday after Christmas ....................................................................... December 27 
  8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 There will be no service on Saturday, December 26.  

New Year’s Eve .................................................................................... December 31 
  3:30 and 6:30 p.m.—Worship with Holy Communion 

Epiphany Candlelight................................................................................ January 6 
  3:30 and 6:30 p.m.—Festival worship 
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Notes and News 
Can you help remove river rock? 

Calling all willing helpers! On Saturdays, December 5 and December 12, we’ll be working at 
church to remove the river rock along the sides of the parking lot. This is a first step toward 
landscaping changes that will accompany our new ministry center. We’ll start at 8:00 a.m. and 
work until noon. Bring gloves, rakes and shovels if you have them. Coffee and refreshments will 
be served. 

Donate blood—Be a hero! 

Emmanuel is hosting a blood drive on Sunday morning, December 6, from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
To donate blood, go to the website at vitalant.org, where you can locate the Emmanuel blood 
drive and sign up for your desired time. The website also describes the process of preparing for 
the donation.  

We will have two buses again allowing 28 people to sign up. A sign-up of at least sixteen donors 
makes the blood drive a good day for Vitalant. Especially if you are between 19 and 40, please 
consider helping out people in your community by donating at blood drives. 

Christmas canvassing 

The theme of this year's Christmas invitation is "The Greatest Gift." Join the outreach committee 
on Saturday, December 12, at 9:00 a.m. as we share the good news of the greatest gift ever given. 
We will go door to door and share a personal invitation with neighbors in our surrounding 
community. Training and instructions will be provided before teams are sent out. Speak with 
Troy Pautz (602) 697-5374 for more information.  

Emmanuel Ladies’ Group 

The Emmanuel Ladies’ Group is offering a variety of religious greeting cards with verses from 
the KJV or NIV Bibles. Please visit the display in the fellowship hall to purchase individual cards 
or boxed Christmas card sets. All donations for the greeting cards will be sent to Our Savior’s 
Lutheran School in Peridot, Arizona, to help with their teachers’ wish list for school and 
classroom supplies. 

ACSTO Christmas tree   

The ACSTO (Arizona Christian School Tuition Tax Organization) Christmas tree with ornaments 
of those school families in need of ACSTO donations is back. Simply take a pocket-sized donation 
card and contact Darcy Meyer in the church office or John Campbell at (480) 967-3991 about a 
specific family. They will help you make Christian education a reality for that family. Thank you 
for your consideration.  

vitalant.org
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MUMS November and December events 

Thursday, December 3, from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Devotional Meeting: 
https://meet.google.com/bax-civh-coz 
Contact Sarah at kernfamily2739@gmail.com, or (480) 292-6927 or Julie at 
sallquist.julie@gmail.com or (480) 398-0722 for more details. 

Friday, December 11, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., Prayer Group: 
https://meet.google.com/yuc-yrwh-aor 
For more details contact Laura at headlaura@yahoo.com, or (480) 586-4881. 

If you’re on Facebook, find us there and ask to join our closed group, www.facebook.com/
groups/EmmanuelMUMS. 

Men’s conference postponed 

With a heavy heart we have decided to postpone the January 2021 Men of His Word conference in 
Phoenix for one year. The Arizona-California Men of His Word Committee listened to all the input 
we received. In the end, after robust discussion, we decided the best course of action at this time 
was to push off our inaugural conference to January of 2022. The tentative new date is January 

29, 2022. We plan to use the same theme and presentations as much as possible. Thank you for 
your support. For more information or to get involved with the conference, please visit the 
website at MenOfHisWord.org/Phoenix. 

https://meet.google.com/bax-civh-coz
mailto:kernfamily2739@gmail.com
mailto:sallquist.julie@gmail.com
https://meet.google.com/yuc-yrwh-aor
mailto:headlaura@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/EmmanuelMUMS/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/EmmanuelMUMS/
http://www.menofhisword.org/Phoenix
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T 
he Mission and Objectives of Emmanuel Lutheran Church are to share 
the truth and love of God’s saving Word, and our personal faith in 
that Word, within our church, our community, and the world, 

through active involvement by all our members, specifically: 

• To preach, by proclaiming the Word of God, as we worship and 
praise God in a loving Christian atmosphere; 

• To teach, by fostering an ongoing increase in knowledge and 
maturity in God’s Word; 

• To reach, by sharing the Gospel of God’s Word with all people, and 
to do so; 

• By each member actively participating in the Mission and Objectives. 
 

Pastor Bart A. Brauer 
bartbrauer@gmail.com • (480) 828-4919 

Pastor Jon D. Buchholz 
jonbuchholz@msn.com • (602) 377-1915 

Pastor Justin H. Gran 
granjh@gmail.com • (480) 826-9078 

Pastor Daniel D. Pautz 
pdpautz@cox.net • (480) 766-2994 

Principal John Campbell 
jcampbell@elstempe.org • (480) 234-9686 

Diana Brocard, Church Secretary 
church@elctempe.org • (480) 967-3983 

E 
mmanuel Lutheran Church is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS). We are united in faith and teaching with the 
other churches of the Wisconsin Synod as well as the churches of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

ABOUT US 

715 West Southern Avenue 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(480) 967-3983 church • (480) 967-3991 school • (480) 967-2809 fax 
church@elctempe.org 

www.elctempe.org 

mailto:bartbrauer@gmail.com
mailto:jonbuchholz@msn.com
mailto:granjh@gmail.com
mailto:pdpautz@cox.net
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